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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AWARDS KEWEENAW BAY 
INDIAN COMMUNITY WITH CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION  

Tribal Council Members: 

Warren C. Swartz, Jr., President 

Gary F. Loonsfoot, Jr., Vice-President 

Kim Klopstein, Secretary 

Toni J. Minton, Asst. Secretary 

Doreen G. Blaker, Treasurer 

Robert R.D. Curtis, Jr. 

Eddy Edwards 

Dale Goodreau 

Randall R. Haataja 

Susan J. LaFernier 

Rodney Loonsfoot 

Don Messer, Jr. 

       SPECIAL POINTS  
   OF INTEREST 

¶ U.S. Coast Guard Awards 
KBIC with Certificate of Ap-

preciation 

¶ Homeowner Ventilation Im-

provement Program Offered 

¶ Coronavirus Support Pro-

gram  

¶ Niimigimiwang Transition 

Homeôs new ride 

¶ KBIC Community Powwow 

¶ KBIC Headstart Family Day 

¶ KBIC Employment Opportu-

nities 

¶ Ojibwemowin 

¶ Criminal Report 

Pictured above (left-to-right) are:  Attorney Paul Mooney, KBIC Assistant Attorney; Dione Price, Environ-
mental Specialist; Serene Gauthier, Environmental Response Program Specialist; Lyndon Ekdahl, Sys-
tems and Facilities Coordinator; Sarah Smith, KBIC CEO; Evelyn Ravindran, Natural Resources Director; 
and Frances Smith, Commander, U.S. Coast Guard, Commanding Officer, Marine Safety Unit Duluth. 

Ms. Evelyn Ravindran 
Natural Resource Director 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
14359 Pequaming Road 
LôAnse, MI  49946 
 
Dear Ms. Ravindran: 
 
I would like to express my sincere appreciation for your support in responding to the F/V 
Kathy oil discharge this past winter. 
 
In late February 2020, Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Duluth responded to a 
report of oil being discharged onto the ice by the moored fishing vessel.  
The combination of a cracked intake pipe with oily bilges caused a dis-
charge from the vessel every 2-3 days, incidentally polluting the Port-
age River.  The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community decisiveness and 
enthusiastic support decreased the need for Federal involvement, 
streamlining the response.  The threat to the marine environment was 
effectively mitigated as a result of your efforts and the alliance you 
formed with MSU Duluth.  Additionally, your continued involvement has 
aided in the prevention of further incident from F/V Kathy. 
 
I believe firmly that understanding each otherôs goals, capabilities, con-
cerns, and mutual interest provides a solid foundation for future collabo-
ration in emergent and routine operations.  Your actions as an environ-
mental steward and partner are greatly appreciated and serve as an 
example for others to follow.  I have enclosed Marine Safety Unit Duluth 
challenge coins for you, Dione Price, Lyndon Ekdahl, and Serene 
Gauthier.  In the sea going service, the phrase ñBravo Zuluò means ñjob 
well done,ò and ñkeep up the good work.ò  So, to you and your teamé 
Bravo Zulu! 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
     F.M. SMITH 
     Commander, U.S. Coast Guard 

U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security 
United States 
Coast Guard 

Commanding Officer 
Marine Safety Unit Duluth 

16460/086-20 
July 27, 2020 

515 W. First Street (Rm. 145) 
Duluth, MN  55802 
Phone: (218) 725-3800 
Fax: (218) 725-3850 

Continues page six. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 
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ENROLLMENT/LICENSING  
DEPARTMENT IS OPEN 

 

TRIBAL MEMBERS 

     The Enrollment/Licensing Department is open, 
by appointment only, for Motor Vehicle transactions 
and has been since June 15, 2020.  The extension 
that was granted for Licenses and Registrations by 
the Tribal Council was for 30 days from the date 
the office was opened and has now expired.  It is 
expected that members are to have current motor 
vehicle registrations as well as current Hunting/
Fishing/Trapping Licenses.   

     If an appointment or a H/F/T License is needed, 
please call:  (906) 353-4114 or (906) 353ï4111, or 
e-mail jennifer@kbic-nsn.gov or jeanne@kbic-
nsn.gov. 

     As a reminder, when coming to an appointment, 
please use the Main Entrance of the Tribal Center 
and wear a mask.  Everyone will be required to 
have their temperature taken.  Fees will be col-
lected prior to coming into the Department.  Be 
sure to have the receipt, and as 
always, proof of verification of 
current insurance is required.  
Also H/F/T Licenses and enroll-
ment cards will be sent by mail 
only. 

     The KBIC HVIP will provide assistance up to 
$5,000.00 for rehabilitation to improve ventilation for 
homes owned by eligible members of the Keweenaw 
Bay Indian Community in Baraga County.  Defined 
ventilation function of the home.  There is a need for 
rehabilitation of homes, so homeowners can improve 

ventilation to reduce the risks of COVID-19 (provide 
doors, windows, air conditioners, air purifiers, bath-
room fans, ceiling fans, furnace filters, roofs/
insulation, forced air, replace old carpet with vinyl or 
wood flooring).   

1. Cosmetic repairs or expansion projects are NOT 

allowable costs.  Examples of cosmetic repairs are 
landscaping, fences, driveways, paint. garages, 
barns or storage sheds are expansion projects.  

2. This assistance is a grant to the Tribal Member 
and paid directly to the vendor, contractor, or ap-
propriate agency.  Payment is made only after the 
CAP Office has approved the application, and the 
Tribal Member has received a letter of approval.  
Partial payment can be made up front for materi-
als, and the remainder upon satisfactory comple-
tion of approved repair(s).  

3. To be eligible the home must be the primary resi-
dence of the applicant for a period of nine (9) 

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC) 

Homeowner Ventilation Improvement Program (HVIP) Policy 

months.  The home must be in Baraga County.   

4. Homes must be wood frame, modular, manufac-
tured, or mobile homes.  Travel trailers and rec-
reational vehicles are not eligible.  

5. A licensed contractor, qualified tribal member, or 
agency must do the work.  If a homeowner/family 

member is doing the repairs, labor costs cannot 
be included in the bid.  

 
Appendices 

a) Primary Residence:  The residence at which the 
owner lives at least nine months per year.  

b) Manufactured Homes:  Dwelling that is factory 
built on a permanent, steel frame chassis, con-
structed in conformance with the National Manu-
factured Housing Construction and Safety Stan-
dards established by the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD).  

c) Modular Home:  A dwelling that is factory-built 
wood frame structure, constructed in confor-
mance with the National Uniform Building Code 
(UBC).  

     For information please contact the CAP Office at 
(906) 353-4162.  

Rave Alerts 
     The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community approved 
the purchase of the RAVE system. This is an emer-
gency alert system that allows Tribal members to opt 
in to alerts from the Community such as: beach 
alerts, weather alerts, closure of offices, water is-
sues, hazardous events such as mercury spills, 
housing issues, COVID-19 updates, etc. 

     You can download the 911 app 
and opt in to KBICôs alert system by 
s i g n i n g  u p  a t  h t t p s : / /
www.smart911.com/smart911/ref/
reg.action?pa=kbic or text START to 
226787 so you can receive text 
messages for important information. 

CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT PROGRAM ï 

FOR THOSE MEMBER WHO DID NOT    

RECEIVE AN EARLIER PAYMENT  

     The Tribal Council has established the Coronavi-
rus Support Program to assist members with ex-
penses related to hardships caused by the coronavi-
rus.  The program will issue payments of $500 to all 
members over the age of 18 as of June 17 who did 
not receive a payment from the Coronavirus Relief 
Fund and who demonstrate a need by selecting from 
the categories on the form.  Those members who 
are currently incarcerated in prison are not eligible.  
     In order to receive the payment, a member must 
complete the Address Verification Form and have it 
notarized.  Notary Publics are commonly found at 
banks, at law offices, at libraries, and even at ship-
ping stores, such as the UPS Store.  If members are 
unable to print the form from our website, a form and 
a postage paid envelope to return it can be mailed to 
them by contacting the Enrollment/Licensing Depart-
ment.  

     Once the form is received, the Enrollment/
Licensing Department will submit them weekly to the 
Accounts Payable Department.  Checks will be 
mailed to the member at their provided address.  
     If members have questions or need additional in-
formation, please contact our department.  

(906) 353-4111 or 353-4114,  
jennifer@kbic-nsn.gov 

https://www.smart911.com/smart911/ref/reg.action?pa=kbic
https://www.smart911.com/smart911/ref/reg.action?pa=kbic
https://www.smart911.com/smart911/ref/reg.action?pa=kbic
mailto:jennifer@kbic-nsn.gov
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To place an ad, submit an article, or relate infor-
mation, ideas, or possible articles contact:  
Lauri Denomie at (906) 201-0263, or e-mail: 
newsletter@kbic-nsn.gov. 

Continues page four. 

StrongHearts Native Helpline Adds  

Sexual Violence Advocacy  

     (EAGAN, MN) 
Reaching the mark 
and every mile-
stone with deter-
mination and dedi-
cation,  Strong-
Hearts Native 
Helpline launched 
a sexual violence 
advocacy on Mon-
day, August 3, 
2020. Adding this 
type of advocacy 
will address a long
-standing need in 
Indian Country.  
     ñItôs an atrocity 
that Native Ameri-
cans continue to 
experience the 
highest rates of 

sexual violence 
across the nation, and until now, there hasnôt been a 
national culturally-appropriate service for them,ò said 
Anna Nicolosi,  Operations Manager. ñIn response, 
we have developed advocacy training to prepare our 
advocates to meet the needs that are unique to Na-
tive Americans and Alaska Natives.ò  
     According to the National Institute of Justice re-
search, 84 percent of Native women experience vio-
lence in their lifetimes, while 56 percent experience 
sexual violence.  Of those victims who experienced 
sexual violence - an astounding 97 percent were vic-
timized by non-Native perpetrators.  Additionally, 82 
percent of Native men experience violence in their 
lifetimes, while 28 percent experience sexual vio-
lence.  
     The dispiriting truth is that when compared to 
other races in the United States, Native American 
women are twice as likely to experience sexual as-
sault or rape and most likely at the hands of a non-
Native.  Itôs an extension of abuse that began with 
European contact and has continued to this day, 
adding up to over 500 years of abuse.  This contin-
ued tool of colonization represents a lack of respect 
for Native peoples and an assault on humanity.  
     StrongHearts advocates are prepared to handle 
the devastating impacts of sexual violence in Indian 
Country and will continue to provide peer to peer 
support, crisis intervention, assistance with safety 
planning, education, and referrals to Native-centered 
resources.  For free, confidential and anonymous ad-
vocacy, call 1-844-7NATIVE (1-844-762-8483) or 
visit StrongHearts Native Helpline online at              
strongheartshelpline.org daily from  7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
CT.  Callers reaching out to StrongHearts outside of 
operating hours may connect with the National Do-
mestic Violence Hotline by choosing option one. 

Photo credit: StrongHearts Native Helpline. 

SCOTUS Affirms Reservation ð  
Upholds Jurisdiction to Protect  

Native Women 

By:  StrongHearts Native Helpline Staff 

Supreme Court of the Land 
     Legal experts are calling McGirt v. Oklahoma 
(McGirt) the most significant Federal Indian Law 
case of the century.  On July 9, the Supreme Courtôs 
McGirt decision upheld the treaty affirmed reserva-
tion borders of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation.  The 
ruling upended previously held legal opinions that 
jurisdiction over major crimes transferred from fed-

eral courts to state courts.  Further, that jurisdiction 
in fact belongs to a federal or tribal court.  
     ñThis ruling is critical in the prosecution of domes-
tic violence crimes against Native women,ò said 
StrongHearts Native Helpline Director, Lori Jump, 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians. 
ñJurisdiction or lack of jurisdiction is at the heart of 
why rates of violence are so high for Native Ameri-
cans living on trust or reservation lands.ò  
     The reservation boundaries of the Muscogee 
Creek Nation were at stake, but the ruling has a sig-
nificant impact on who has jurisdiction over major 
crimes as they relate to both Native and non-Native 
perpetrators on tribal land.  Also if the Supreme 
Court had decided to judicially disestablish the 
Creek Nationôs reservation, the majority of those 
lands within the Nationôs historical boundaries would 
no longer be considered ñIndian country.ò  

Violence Against Women Act 
     Further, that disestablishment of an existing res-
ervation would not only serve to diminish tribal land 
but also would eliminate the same tribal jurisdiction 
that Congress recently, and intentionally, reaffirmed 
with regard to crimes of domestic violence commit-
ted by non-Natives in the 2013 reauthorization of the 
Violence Against Women Act.  Fortunately, this was 
not the court ruling. 

Major Crimes Act 
     Previous actions by the federal government, such 
as the Major Crimes Act of 1855, created a legal 
framework that resulted in jurisdictional confusion 
when responding to and prosecuting crimes in In-
dian country.  Through the Major Crimes Act of 1855, 
the U.S. Government assumed concurrent jurisdic-
tion over ñserious crimesò committed by a Native 
American in Indian country.  Even basic assistance 
such as officers responding to 911 calls, was im-
pacted as it could be possible that the law enforce-
ment agent responding to a call might not be the offi-
cer who has jurisdiction over that crime. 
     In the McGirt case, the State of Oklahoma 
wrongly assumed jurisdiction when it convicted 
Jimcy McGirt for violent sex crimes on the reserva-
tion of the Creek Nationôs reservation.  McGirt ap-
pealed his case asserting that the State of Okla-
homa didnôt have authority over a Tribal member on 
tribal land.    

Deadlock Tie Breaker 

     There were two criminal cases brought before the 
SCOTUS, but in one instance there was a conflict of 
interest.  Prior to his role on the SCOTUS, Associate 
Justice Neil Gorsuch had presided over Sharp v. 

https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/aic02.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/18-9526_9okb.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1151
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sharp_v._Murphy
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The Tribal Court has agreed to comply 
with the request of the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Communityôs CEOôs Office to 
publish criminal sentencing on a rou-
tine basis.   

TRIBAL COURT CRIMINAL  
SENTENCES 

LuAnn Jossens, case #20-030, §8.901, Contempt 

of court ï 2nd offense 

Sentencing on 07/22/2020, #20-030, §8.901: 
1. Ninety days of jail, 30 days of jail to be served, 60 

days of jail suspended.  Defendant is financially re-
sponsible for the cost of lodging and any expense 
incurred while incarcerated. 

2. Probation shall be extended for twelve months. 
3. Defendant shall obtain a new substance abuse 

screening and shall follow the recommendations of 

the screening until successfully discharged.  De-
fendant shall sign a release of information to allow 
the probation office to monitor compliance.   

4. Defendant shall enroll and complete the ñThinking 
for Changeò Program.   

5. If the Defendant secures a bed in an inpatient facil-
ity, Defendant shall be transported directly to an 
inpatient treatment facility from the County Jail, 
once a bed has been secured.  At that time the re-
mainder of the jail time to be served shall be sus-
pended. 

Ashley Chosa, case #20-081, §3.412, Illegal entry 

upon lands ï 2nd offense 

Sentencing on 07/22/2020, #20-081, §3.412: 
1. Ten days of jail, credit for three days of jail served, 

seven days of jail suspended.  Defendant is finan-
cially responsible for the cost of lodging and any 
expenses incurred while incarcerated.   

2. Defendant shall perform twenty hours of commu-
nity service. 

3. Defendant shall obtain a substance abuse screen-
ing and shall follow the recommendations of the 
screening until successfully discharged. 

4. Defendant shall obtain a mental health assess-
ment and shall follow the recommendations of the 
assessment until successfully discharged. 

5. Defendant shall sign release of information for all 
service providers to allow probation office to moni-
tor compliance. 

6. Defendant shall be on standard alcohol and drug 
restricted probation with a $10 monthly fee until 
community service hours are completed or a mini-
mum of thirty days. 

Jared Gauthier, case #20-068, §5.15, O.U.I.L. ï 1st 

offense 

Sentencing on 07/22/2020, #20-068, §5.15: 
1. Fine $500.00. 
2. Ninety days of jail, credit for one day of jail served, 

89 days of jail suspended.  Defendant is financially 
responsible for the cost of lodging and any ex-
penses incurred while incarcerated.   

3. Three to six months of alcohol and drug restricted 
probation with a $10 monthly probation fee.  De-
fendant shall be financially responsible for the cost 
of drug and PBT testing, if any.   

4. Defendant shall obtain a substance abuse screen-
ing and shall follow the recommendations of the 
screening until successfully discharged.  Defen-
dant shall sign a release of information to allow the 
probation office to monitor compliance. 

5. Defendant shall submit to a baseline drug test to-
day. 

Vanessa Beaver, case #20-088, §8.901, Contempt 

of court ï 2nd offense 

Sentencing on 07/29/2020, #20-088, §8.901: 
1. Ten days of jail, 10 days of jail suspended.  Defen-

dant shall be financially responsible for the cost of 

lodging and any expense incurred while incarcer-
ated.   

2. Defendant shall perform thirty-five hours of com-
munity service. 

3. Probation will run concurrent with case #20-037. 

Tiara Drift, case #20-089, §8.901, Contempt of 

court ï 2nd offense 

Sentencing on 08/03/2020, #20-089, §8.901: 

1. Defendant shall perform 40 hours of community 
service. 

2. Ninety days of jail, credit for four days of jail 
served, 86 days of jail suspended which shall be 

Murphy in a federal appellate court.  The case in-
volved a Tribal member who had committed murder 
on the Creek reservation.  He also contended that a 
state court didnôt have jurisdiction.  In Murphyôs 2018 
appeal to the SCOTUS, Gorsuch ultimately had to 
recuse himself; and without Gorsuch, the potential 
for deadlock on the SCOTUS prevented its natural 
conclusion.  Thus, the Murphy case was hinged 
upon the outcome of McGirt.  
     In the landmark ruling, Gorsuch wrote the major-
ity opinion, ñToday we are asked whether the land 
these treaties promised remains an Indian reserva-
tion for purposes of federal criminal law.  Because 
Congress has not said otherwise, we hold the gov-
ernment to its word.ò  

SCOTUS Upends Previously Held Legal Opin-
ions 
     Although many experts agree that the SCOTUS 
opinion was accurate and reflected the original intent 
of the treaties in question, non-Native legislators ar-
gued that Native people left Indian territory of their 
own accord and as such forfeited title to the reserva-
tion.  Further, that due to the lack of Native inhabi-
tants, the reservation ceased to exist.  In reality, Na-
tive people were continuously forced out of Indian 
Territory by white settlers and the U.S. Government.  
Regardless, the crux of it all as pointed out by SCO-
TUS was that only an act of Congress could dises-
tablish a tribal reservation, see Solem v. Bartlett 
(1984). 

StrongHearts Stands with Survivors 
      StrongHearts Native Helpline recognizes the im-
portance of the McGirt decision for victims and survi-
vors of violence.  Tribal nations are one step closer 
to holding all perpetrators accountable for commit-
ting crimes against Native people on Tribal Lands.  
StrongHeartsô mission is to restore power to Native 
Americans impacted by domestic, dating, and sexual 
violence by providing a system of safety, sover-
eignty, and support with a vision to return to our tra-
ditional lifeways where our relatives are safe, vio-
lence is eradicated, and sacredness is restored. 
     To explore your options for safety and healing, 
visit strongheartshelpline.org for one-on-one chat 
advocacy or call 1-844-7NATIVE (1-844-762-8483) 
daily 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. CT.  As a collaborative effort 
of the National Domestic Violence Hotline (The Hot-
line) and the National Indigenous Womenôs Re-
source Center, after hours callers can connect with 
The Hotline by choosing option one. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sharp_v._Murphy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solem_v._Bartlett
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placed into a remedial order.  Defendant shall be 
financially responsible for the cost of lodging and 
any expenses incurred while incarcerated. 

3. Six to twelve months standard alcohol and drug re-
stricted probation with a $10 monthly probation 
fee.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for 
the cost of drug and PBT testing, if any.   Defen-
dant shall report to the probation office daily or at 
the discretion of the probation officer. 

4. Defendant shall obtain a new substance abuse 
screening and shall follow the recommendations of 
the screening until successfully discharged. 

5. Non-refundable bond shall be applied to the De-
fendantôs Court obligations. 

6. Remedial Order:  Defendant shall serve sus-
pended days if any probation violations occur as 
follows:   

  1st violation - Six days jail. 
  2nd violation - 10 days jail. 
  3rd violation - 10 days jail. 
  4th violation - 15 days jail. 
  5th violation - 20 days jail. 
  6th violation - 25 days jail. 

Nathan Sherman, case #20-038, §3.202, Assault 

and battery (domestic) ï 1st offense 

Sentencing on 08/03/2020, #20-038, §3.202: 

1. Fine $500.00.   
2. Ninety days of jail, credit for one day of jail served, 

89 days of jail suspended.  Defendant is financially 
responsible for the cost of lodging and any ex-
pense incurred while incarcerated. 

3. Three to six months of standard alcohol and drug 
restricted probation with a $10 monthly probation 
fee.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for 
the costs of drug and PBT testing, if any.   

4. Defendant shall obtain a substance abuse screen-
ing and shall follow the recommendations of the 
screening until successfully discharged.  

5. Defendant shall obtain an anger management as-
sessment and shall follow the recommendations of 
the screening until successfully discharged.   

6. Defendant shall enroll and complete the ñThinking 
for Changeò Program.   

7. Defendant shall sign a release of information for all 
service providers to allow the probation office to 
monitor compliance. 

Steven Gray, case #20-049, §3.1101, Larceny ï 1st 

offense 

Sentencing on 08/03/2020, #20-049, §3.1101: 
1. Fine $300.00.   
2. Ninety days of jail, 90 days of jail suspended which 

shall be placed into a remedial order.  Defendant is 
financially responsible for the cost of lodging and 
any expense incurred while incarcerated.  

3. Three months of standard alcohol and drug re-
stricted probation with a $10 monthly probation 
fee.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for 
the costs of drug and PBT testing, if any.  Report to 
the probation office at the discretion of the Proba-
tion Officer. 

4. Restitution in the amount of $123.99 to Pines Con-
venience Center payable through the Tribal Court 
Clerkôs office. 

5. Defendant shall obtain a substance abuse screen-
ing and shall follow the recommendations of the 
screening until successfully discharged.  Defen-

dant shall sign a release of information with pro-
vider to allow the probation office to monitor com-
pliance. 

6. Remedial Order:  Defendant shall serve sus-

pended days if any probation violations occur as 
follows:   
  1st violation ï Five days jail. 
  2nd violation ï 10 days jail. 
  3rd violation ï 15 days jail. 
  4th violation ï 15 days jail. 
  5th violation ï 20 days jail. 
  6th violation ï 25 days jail. 

Steven Gray, case #20-046, §13.505, Involvement 
in accident resulting in damage to vehicles; 

stopping; violation as misdemeanor ï 1st offense 

Sentencing on 08/12/2020, #20-046, §13.505: 
1. Fine $100.00.   
2. Three months of standard alcohol and drug re-

stricted probation with a $10 monthly probation 
fee.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for 
the costs of drug and PBT testing, if any.  Report to 
the probation office at the discretion of the Proba-
tion Officer. (Concurrent with #20-049). 

3. Defendant shall provide within 90 days documen-
tation that he has obtained a driverôs license or is 
attempting to obtain a driverôs license. 

Niimigimiwang Transition Home has  
A New Ride 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

     The KBIC Niimigimiwang Transitional Home Pro-
grams and Services now has their own program ve-
hicle to use for their residents and other travel 
needed. 
     ñOur KBIC Niimigimiwang Strategic Plan was de-
veloped in the summer and winter of 2018, for the 
KBIC Niimigimiwang Transitional Home, and our 
own program vehicle was one of the program goals,ò 
stated Team Lead, Carole LaPointe.  ñWhen the 
funding became available, it was a no brainer to ap-
ply for it to obtain the vehicle.  There were several 
hiccups along the way, related to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and shutdown of the Casino and Tribal Gov-
ernment,ò Carole stated, ñbut we finally worked 
through them all and were able to complete the pur-
chase in late June 2020.ò 
     The vehicle, a 4-door, eight passenger 2020 
Chevrolet Suburban, was purchased using State of 
Michiganôs Division of Victim Services (VOCA) fund-
ing.  We were instructed to apply for the funds 
through an amendment in 2019.  This allowed us to 
seek bids and purchase the vehicle from Keweenaw 
Chevrolet, up in Houghton. 
     We are very happy with the vehicle which is spa-
cious, cleanable, and provides confidentiality of the 
residents seeking services.  The State VOCA office 
was adamant that we have a safe vehicle which can 
handle the Upper Peninsulaôs ever changing 
weather conditions.  



 

 

(6) Ningodwaaswi  

We provide the 
following services: 

 Å  Paternity Establishment 

 Å  Establishment of Child  
     Support 

 Å  Outreach Services 

 Å  Mediation 

 

P.O. Box 490, Baraga, MI  49908 
Phone: 906-353-4566 

Fax: 906-353-8132 

                    ñYOUR Children é  
                         OUR Priorityò 

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
Office of Child Support Services 

U.S. COAST GUARD AWARDS KBIC continued:  

KBIC present their guest with a gift of appreciation.  Pictured left-to-right are:  Lyndon Ekdahl, Sys-
tems and Facilities Coordinator; Evelyn Ravindran, Natural Resources Director; Sarah Smith, KBIC 
CEO; Dione Price, Environmental Specialist; Guest, Frances Smith, Commander, U.S. Coast 
Guard, Commanding Officer, Marine Safety Unit Duluth; and Serene Gauthier, Environmental Re-
sponse Program Specialist. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

     Our Communityôs way of life and the 
continuance of our culture and traditions 
rely on us exercising our treaty rights 
and honoring our connections to all 
creation.  Our teachings remind us of 
our stewardship responsibilities and the 
interconnections to all within our home-
lands upon which we reside today.    
Tribal members of the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community (KBIC) still live an 
active subsistence and ceremonial life; 
it is of vital importance, we continue tra-
ditions that make and strengthen these 
ties to the natural world and those within 
it. 
     Our tribe is aware and concerned 
with potential environmental threats to 
our community and works collabora-
tively with partners to protect these 
shared resources.  The KBIC Natural 
Resources Department (NRD) staff has 
attended and participated in bi-annual 
Upper Peninsula Area Committee 
(UPAC) and Region 5 Regional Re-
sponse Team (RRT5) meetings.  These 
meetings comprise of members from the 
United States Coast Guard (USCG), lo-
cal governments, state, and federal 
agencies with the goal of efficiently 
minimizing the adverse effects of oil, 
chemical, and other incidents that affect 
safety, human health, and the environ-
ment.  From these interactions, the op-
portunity for numerous trainings on spill 
response have been made available.   
NRD staff attended a 2019 Department 
of Interior Spill Response Training, 
hosted a 2019 Inland Oil Spill Training, 
and attended a 2020 Oil on Water Spill 
Training.  In 2019, KBIC was gifted 700 
feet of boom for our Spill Response pro-
gram from the USCG Portage Station.  
     In 2020, Serene Gauthier, KBIC En-
vironmental Response Program Spe-
cialist, was able to utilize her training for 
an incident on the Portage Canal to ef-
fect a positive outcome to a potentially 
threatening situation on Lake Superior 
waters as part of a collaborative team 
effort with KBIC and USGS Marine 
Safety Unit.  KBIC staff: Evelyn Ravin-
dran, Serene Gauthier, Lyndon Ekdahl, 
and Dione Price were honored by 
USCG Marine Safety Unit, Duluth, for 
their response and mitigation activities 
concerning this incident, with a letter 
and challenge coins in July.  In addition, 
on August 18, 2020, the USCG 
awarded KBIC with a public service rec-
ognition for their demonstrated environ-
mental stewardship in working together 
to go above and beyond to protect the 
environment.  These efforts laid a foun-
dation for future work and wouldnôt have 
been possible without the strong leader-
ship and cooperative work within the 
KBIC government to quickly respond to 
the situation.  
     The KBIC looks forward to continued 
collaborations and relationships with the 
USCG.  Discussions are taking place on 
training, boom deployment, vessel 
safety, and continued response activi-
ties.  The USCG Marine Safety Unit has 
also provided guidelines and informa-
tion on response trailer inventory, equip-
ment replacement avenues, and training 
opportunities of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). 

KBIC and USCG Collaborations 
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Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
holds Community Powwow 

     The annual Maawanjôiding held at Keweenaw Bay In-
dian Community was cancelled this year due to the COVID
-19 Pandemic.  Other Tribal communities also canceled 
their annual powwows during this trying time.  Many of our 
community members were missing the drums and dance.   
     As Baraga County had five recovered COVID cases, 
the Tribal President asked the Powwow Committee if they 
would hold a small Community event.   
     The KBIC Community Powwow as held at the Powwow 
grounds on Saturday, August 15, 2020.  That morning, 
Mother Earth cleansed the grounds with what then brought 
by 12 noon, beautiful breezy weather in the mid-70ôs; a 
very comfortable environment for drumming and dancing.   
     The 1:00 p.m. Grand Entry was held appropriately on 
Indian Time, 1:30 p.m. with three members of the KBIC 
Wiikwedong Ogichidaa Society leading the way for ap-
proximately 20 dancers into the arena.  People appeared 
to gather in their own family groups and wearing a mask 
was at your own choice.  A table was set up at the arena 
entrance with masks and sanitizer.   
     Donald Chosa, Jr. served as Head Male Dancer with 
wife Karlene Chosa as Head Female Dancer.  One drum, 
Woodland Singers, provided the music for the afternoon 

event.  Mitch Bolo served as emcee and a few vendors set up, 
including Rez Robinôs food stand.   
     A potluck feast was held at 5:00 p.m.  The Powwow Com-
mittee organized the event and did a great job at keeping peo-
ple safe.  There were no sponsors as there were no payouts, 
however many spot dances from donations from community 
members were offered.  

Above: (left to right) Wiikwedong Ogichidaa Society Members - Tribal Presi-
dent Warren ñChrisò Swartz, Jr., Stanley Spruce, Gerald Magnant; Deija 
Dakota, Miss Keweenaw Bay; Karlene Chosa, Head Female Dancer; and 
Donald Chosa, Jr., Head Male Dancer.  Below:  Grand Entry and dancers. 
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